
Reopening our Schools
Diocese of Rochester Catholic Schools

What's our game plan?

July 17, 2020
Families and Friends:

As we continue forward together through this unexpected journey, we write today to update our
Catholic school communities on the timeline and plans for our schools in the 2020-2021 school year.

There are many questions about how the new school year will take shape, and as we continue to plan
for a variety of scenarios, please keep in mind that the update provided today is based on the most
current NYS guidance and information available, but is subject to change as new information becomes
available.

Be assured that every decision made will prioritize the health and safety of our students, staff and
families. With faith, we will continue to work together to ensure a safe and faith-�lled academic
experience for our children.

Thank you!

This week, New York State released reopening guidance for schools.
An additional document for Nonpublic, Religious, and Independent
Schools will be released shortly.

The Rochester Catholic Schools Department has released an internal
guidance document for reopening that includes the guidelines from
New York State, as well as guidance from other State education
departments and local health organizations.

Our school system is diverse, serving different student populations
and locations throughout our region. As such, while the diocese will
provide base guidance for reopening plans, each school building will
work with a site-based team to develop a plan that works best for
their school community. Plans will be reviewed and approved by the
Diocese before begin submitted to New York State for �nal approval.
All plans must be submitted to NYS by July 31st, 2020.

https://s.smore.com/u/70d45aa27730c4cee5533ad6850dfed6.jpg


What will learning look like in the fall?
As required by the state, each school plan will include a learning plan
that addresses a variety of scenarios, including if schools are able to
reopen for in-person instruction, continue fully online, or a combination
of both.

At this time, after assessing building capacity, enrollment, and sta�ng resources, all Diocese of
Rochester Catholic Schools will strive to provide full-day, in-person instruction for students in the
fall. This requires the development and implementation of plans that will meet the health and safety
guidelines currently available by the state, as well as plans for the daily monitoring of health and
building awareness of good hygiene habits and practices. All plans will include the guidelines on social
distancing and cloth face coverings required by the NYS Department of Health.

In addition to these arrangements, schools will also prepare to offer home learning plans for
students who are unable or uncomfortable attending in-person instruction. These plans will be
designed using feedback on the distance learning experience of Spring 2020, which helped identify the
tools and resources families found most bene�cial during the time of closure. We are happy to share
that Diocese will be purchasing I-Ready Math and Reading instruction for all schools for the upcoming
year, to ensure that this tool can be utilized as a resource in both in-person and home learning
settings.

Finally, a critical component of every plan will be to include elements of blended learning, which
integrates technology into in-person instruction, to ensure that students are comfortable learning with
technology tools and resources both in-school and at home. This will ensure that our schools are able
to smoothly transition to distance learning programs in the event of a sporadic closure in the course of
the school year.

We are hopeful that these arrangements for in-person and home learning plans will help ensure all
families have an option to pursue a Catholic education in an environment that works best for their
family while ensuring their safety and the safety of others.

Governor Cuomo will use the submitted plans and health metrics to
make a �nal determination on the status of schools by August 7th,
2020.

Thank you!
As always, please know we are thankful for your continued support of our Catholic schools. We will
continue to work hard to provide your children with a high-quality, faith-�lled, and enjoyable learning
experience at all of our schools.

Further details on the reopening plans of our Diocese of Rochester Schools will be made available as
early as possible. We thank you for your partnership and patience as we journey through this process
together.
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